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a decided success, and this was in great measure due to the
exertions of the popular secretary of the Society, Dr. M ’Caw.

Belfast Royal Hospital.
The annual meeting of the supporters of this charity was

!held on Monday last, and from the report presented by Dr.
Whitla, honorary secretary of the medical staff, I learn that
3455 intern cases were treated during the year ending
Aug. 31st, 1892, the largest number ever treated in any year
.of thehospital’s existence. Of these, 998 were medical and
1457 surgical cases. The mortality, excluding the moribund
oases in the medical wards, was 5’8 per cent., and 2 7 per
.cent. in the surgical wards, giving an average mortality of 3’9.
In the extern department 20,293 cases were treated during the
year. Of these, 5001 were medical and 15,292 surgical.
There was an average daily attendance of 180. During
the winter session 171 students received clinical instruction,
and during the summer 106 A very satisfactory financial
statement was presented. The year commenced with a debt
of 2203 15s. 6d. The expenditure for the year was q8789
9.s. 7d., and the receipts from all sources 15,207 18s. 5d.
The receipts, therefore, exceed the debt and expenditure by
.M214 13s. 4d., and of this sum ;E3800 has been invested,
leaving a balance of 414 13s. 4d. in the hands of the
treasurer. This most satisfactory result is due to some
ihrge bequests and to the Centenary Bazaar, which realised
..3588 11s. 2d. The receipts from the working men show an
increase of ;E93 7s. 3d. The Chairman of the Board of
Management (Mr. W. H. Dixon) said, at the meeting, that it
was an open secret in Belfast that the Hospital Committee
were endeavouring to acquire the premises of the Belfast
Charitable Society for the site of a new hospital. On the
previous Saturday the committee of the Charitable Society
had come to the conclusion as to the terms on which they
would sell to the Hospital Committee, and when it was shown
that the people of Belfast were prepared to avail themselves
of what was undoubtedly the-best site for a hospital in the
city, without any detriment to the Charitable Society, the
matter would, doubtless, be concluded.

Mr. Charles Lloyd Cowell, L. R. C. S. 1., has been elected house
surgeon to Monkstown Hospital for six months from Dec. lst.

Nov. 22nd. 
_______________

PARIS.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Medical Students v. Town Councillors.
THE Prefect of the Seine and the rest of the venerable City

Fathers, sitting in solemn conclave at the Hotel de Ville on
Saturday last, were considerably astonished by the sudden
appearance within that stately edifice, at 5 P.M., of an excited
crowd of 300 students of the Faculty of Medicine, crying at
the top of their voices Conspuez Strauss ! " " Conspuez
Peyron!" the gentlemen named being respectively a well-
known municipal councillor and the director of the Assist-
ance Publique. Neither M. Strauss nor M. Peyron putting in
.an appearance, the young people betook them to the Faculty
of Medicine, where, in conformity with their request, they
were, to the number of 400 or 500, admitted into the large
amphitheatre. Two lampswerelit, and Professor Brouardel, the
Dean, appeared, and strongly recommended them to keep
cool and to refrain from violence, promising to do his
almost to give them satisfaction in the matter in dispute.
The assembly then quietly dispersed. What was the cause
of the disturbance? It appears that one day recently
1,1. Strauss, with his colleagues of the fifth commission, which
exercises supervision over the Paris hospitals, was paying
his usual visit to the wards of the Hopital St. Antoine. In
’one of the wards, which was only partly filled with patients,
they came upon three externes in the empty part of the
room. Each wore his hat, and one was smoking a cigarette.
As they took no notice of the members of the Commis-
sion the hospital superintendent, who accompanied them,
informed the students of the quality of the visitors. The hats
,and the cigarette still remaining in situ, M. Strauss
reproved the young gentlemen, with the result that two of
them uncovered, while the third, M. Salmon, continued to
smoke and to wear his hat. Result : decree of expulsion
issued by M. Peyron against M. Salmon. Common cause
was then made with the expelled one by the whole body of
students, and it was determined to prevent the holding of the
usual competitive examinations for the externat and the
intlYl’nat unless M. Salmon was restored to his duties.
When the students invaded the Hotel de Ville they had already

successfully obstructed the proceedings at the examination
for the externat. On Monday last the same tactics were pursued
at the examination for the internat, which, accordingly, was
not held, the examiners retiring. Pouring out of the exami-
nation room in the Avenue Victoria into the neighbouring
Place de 1’Hotel de Ville they were chased by a squad of
police as far as the Place St. Michel, whence they repaired to
the Faculty, where they were again addressed by the Dean,
who, by the way, is extremely popular. Notwithstanding
the announcement that the examinations are postponed until
further notice, the manifestations recommenced again yester-
day morning at the Assistance Publique and before the Hotel
de Ville, and at the Faculty, where M. Weiss’s lecture on
Physics had to be abandoned. Meanwhile M. Salmon, on
expressing his regret for his conduct, has had his punishment
reduced to suspension until Jan. lst ; but this does not
satisfy the body of students, who are resolved to support
their comrade iz outrance and also to agitate against muni-
cipal interference in the wards of hospitals. They maintain
that they are not bound to take any notice of persons
other than their chiefs who may visit their wards. As
to smoking in the wards, that is a practice that is
tolerated, and both patients and personnel smoke with

impunity out of working hours. I myself have repeatedly
seen professors smoke cigarettes at the end of the morning
visit. It is also a subject of complaint that the externes of all
hospitals except remote ones, such as St. Louis, Tenon,
Lariboisiere, &c., are not paid for their services. Professor
Brouardel received on Monday a deputation of internes and
externes of the St. Antoine Hospital. It was understood that
a report formulating the demands of the students should be
presented to the Dean. At a monster meeting of 1800
students held yesterday at the Ecole Pratique of the Faculty,
a petition embodying the following demands was approved :
(1) recall of M. Salmon ; (2) establishment of a special
jurisdiction for the solution of any disputes that may
arise amongst the medical personnel of the hospitals.
Another meeting is fixed for Thursday, in order to determine
the advisability of a general strike of internes and externes.

Passing of the New Law Regulating the Practice of Medicine.
Some time ago I acquainted the readers of THE LANCET

with the principal provisions of the above law. At to-day’s
sitting the Senate finally adopted it, and it will forthwith
come into operation. The only clause not adopted is that
dealing with the prohibition of the simultaneous exercise of
the profession of medicine and the art of pharmacy. That
question will for convenience be dealt with when the new
Pharmacy Act is discussed.

Paris, Nov. 23rd. 
_______________

BERLIN.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Professor Pettenkofer’s Experiment.
IN his lecture at the University on the 17th inst. Professor

Virchow spoke as follows : "It has repeatedly happened
that diseases have been erroneously ascribed to micro-

organisms. This was the case with the fermentation
fungus, for example, till its harmlessness was demonstrated by
experiments on animals. As to the importance of local
circumstances emphasised by Pettenkofer, it has been by no
means ignored; but local disposition is not the only im-
portant thing. From the circumstance that one part of the
earth is covered by a pine forest, another by a fir forest, one
may indeed infer a special disposition of these parts for the
vegetation in question ; but these trees flourish in other places
too ; the main thing is that the bearers of life-germs, seeds
and spores-get there. And so it is with cholera and cholera
bacilli. These latter are the main thing, and they find in some
organisms the conditions most favourable to the engendering of
cholera, whereas they pass others by uninjured. The bacilli,
therefore, are really the cause of the disease, but they alone
do not produce it. They are not the disease itself ; on the
contrary, the disease consists in the reactions produced by
them under favourable circumstances." In an interesting
criticism of Professor Pettenkofer’s views, addressed to the
Vassische Zeitung of Berlin, an anonymous medical writer
quotes Professor Koch’s opinion that more than 50 per cent.
of mankind are naturally immune against cholera.

"Natural Photography."
At last week’s meeting of the Berlin Medical Society

Dr. Lassar showed life-size photographs of heads. Hitherto


